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Dear Readers, 

Inaia will play host to the common wealth 
games early in 2010. Delhi is being spruced up to 
receive thousands of guests. In this connecticn, 
GOKULAM J wrion Home minister ir. chisambaram mage 3 

printed and published at appeal to Delhiites. “Change your habits for the 
Bharathan Press better” he said 
‘on behalf of ‘What he meant was that when the foreigners 
Bharatnan Publications Private | arrive. we should behave in such 
Limited 
Kalki buildings ‘a manner as to earn their 
47-NP, Jawaharal Nenu | admiration. “How many 

Road, Ekkaduthangal, | of us respect the 
Chennai-600032° | traffic rules and 
printer and publaher signal lights?" 
Lakshmi Natarajan — | he asced, That is 

eitor Seetha Ravi nly by way ofan 

layouts mole, There 
Stephen, MMohan, opal 
Tol: 044 - 4343 8888 
fax: 044 - 4343 6899 
ecto team 

044 - 4343 8822 

gokulam@katweehy com 
























are umpteen things wrong with us which are beng 
frowned upon by foreign tourists 


adverssements 
044 - 4343 8811 
marketing kaloweehy.com 


Autos and taxis over charge; trains don't keep 
up to time schedule; people spit on the streets 
and in the staircase landings; they litter the street 





iacanie comers with garbage bags even though bins are 

sxtecigten@ianiweeiyeon | provided: urinating over walls is a common sight 
sales ‘on road sides and so on. The lst is endless. 

Dae eae Bate, We must change our habits, not just to please 


Sesinaiackmanasic! foreigners but for our own goodand for ourcountry's 


clean look. There is nothing more beautiful than a 

dirt free environment. You can start by dusting your 

‘own work spot and keeping your belongings in an 

order'y manner. Your own tidiness will give you the 

‘subscription rates (one year): ] “courage and strength to talk to others requesting 
inland : s.120 them to keep India clean. 


overseas = Rs. 1200 
fee Children - Editor 
THE Mogazine 


t may be a student searching 
for a word, a sports enthusiast 
looking for latest information about 
his favourite sport star or a family 
wanting to travel abroad... the 
internet is the solution provider. The 
whole process is indeed amazing 
Only a few years ago people had 
to spend hours and days to gather 
information but thingshave changed 
0 much with the arrival of 
internet that in addition 
to gathering information 
we can do variow: 
other activities like 
online sales and 

















course, 


for a 
pay bills and also 
conduct transactions 
with financial 
institutions. 
Now-a-days, 
most schools have 
websites informing 
parents about 
various activities 
conducted by them, 
Parents can also track 
the progress of their 
children, who in turn can do their 
les: 








the internet. Instant communication 
between people residing in different 
corners of the world through e-mail 
and chatting are some of the major 
advantages of internet. It has turned 
















ns and projects with the help of 






the world into one 
global village! 


Unfortunately, 
like all grea 
internetiisalso prone to constant 
and Misleading 
advertisements, false propaganda, 
phishing (financial fraud) 
pornography are some of the major 


it inventions, the 





misuse abuse. 


and 


demerits of internet, 
Children may 
unknowingly — enter 


potentially dangerous 
sites with harmful 
consequences, They 
should be taught to 
follow certain rules 
and regulations 
so that the 
not led 





are 
astray 





Villas 





ge 


by unscrupulous elements, Adult 
supervision is also necessary while 


browsing. 





Pondicherry 
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R”™ was working out his 
raths- problems. Infact. 
“rying to work out "would explain 
the situation beter. Though he 
had his maths text book open 
in front of him, his mind was 
pre-occupied with the ongoing 
cricket match between 

India and Australia 
“Would Sachin score 
acentury? How many 
sixers would Yuvraj 
Singh hit?” His thoughts 
drifted along these lines. _& 
His mother had forbidden 
him from watching the 
‘match till he completed 
his assignment. Physically 
he was not sitting in front of 
the TV but his mind was filled 
with thoughts about the 
game 





“When the vacations 
begin a trip to grand moms 
place is a must. I have to ask daddy 
to book the tickets before the seats 
get filled up,” thought Priva 

"Privo. u.YOU day 
dreaming again. Why cant you 
just concentrate on your studies?" 
her mother said throwing her an 
angry look. Priya jolted back to 


are 
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reality and saw that she had been 
on the same page of her history 
book for the last 20 minutes! 

Just four weeks left for the final 
exams and Priya was tense. How 
could she complete so much portion 
in so less a time? Her mother kept 

telling her that she would be 
able to study and get good 
marks if she managed to 
concentrate while she 








studied, But every 
time she sat_ with 
a book, her niind 
wandered all over the 
place. Priya was at her 
wits end. Just what was 
this“concentration” all 
about? If only someone 

could explain to her how 
to concentrate 


This must be a common scene 
with many, many students, All 
around us, well meaning adults 
keep telling us that the golden 
mantra to do well in studies is to 
concentrate more. So let us try and 

learn how we can better our 
concentration. 


Concentration has been defined 
as, “the ability to direct one’s 
thinking in whatever direction one 
would intend.” We all have the 
ability to concentrate for a limited 
period of time. But most of the 
times our thoughts are scattered 
and our minds race from one thing 
to another, To deal with such times 
we need to learn and practice 
concentration skills and strategies. 





eaeivir or i 


EULN 


We need to identify our target and 
stay tuned to it 

The following three skills are 
basic to concentration. If you want 
to improve your concentration start 
by practicing these. 





Ly, Y thoughts wandering 
- The Art Of Building Concentration 

























14. STO 
What has the 
word STOP got 
to do with 
concentration? Well this 
is a technique where you 
just tell your mind to STOP 
wandering and start focussing, 
Sounds amusing and too simple? 
But it definitely works! 

! While studying, 
when you notice your 








say STOP and then gently bring 
back your attention to where you 
want it to be. Priya can try and tell 
herself to STOP and bring back 
her attention to the history book 
in front of her. Each time the 
mind wanders, one needs to bring 
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and then re-focus. Don’t 
waste energy trying to 
keep thoughts out of 
your mind (forbidden 
thoughts attract like a 
magnet!), just put 
the effort into 
stopping and 
re-focussing. 

To begin with you 
will do this hundreds 
of times a week. But 
you will find that the 
period of time between 
your straying thoughts gets a little 
longer each day, so be patient and 
keep working on it. 





2. ATTENDING 

This is about maintaining 
concentration and not giving in to 
distractions. It could be described 
as a sort of tunnel-vision, or as 
being focussed. You keep your 
concentration on what is in front 
of you. If you are distracted, use 
the STOP technique to regain 
concentration. You can practice 
attending in many situations. 

@ When in the classroom, if 
fellow students move or cough. 
ignore them, don’t look at them; 
actively exclude them from the 
link or tunnel formed between 
you and the teacher. 


@ ' When at home, 
during study time keep your 
attention solely on your 
book and ignore what 
is going on around 
‘you, like the telephone 

ringing, family 

members talking to 
each other, etc, 


3. WORRY TIME 
Set aside one or 
more specific peiods 
in the day when you 
are allowed to worry. It can help 
to set the worry time just before 
something that you know you will 
definitely do. This is to ensure that 
you stop worrying on time - eg 
before a favourite TV prograrame, 
or a meal-time, While studying, 
whenever an anxiety or distracting 
thought enters your mind, ban sh it 
until your next worry time and re- 
focus on what you are supposed to 
be doing. 

Some people find it helpful to 
write down the banished theught 
because it is easier to relegate a 
thought out of your mind if you are 
sure you will not forget it, Writing 
that you will not forget the 
same when you get to your next 
worry time. 

One word of caution needs to 




















be added here. You may notice 
particularly if you keep a list, that 
certain things keep reappearit 
This is a fairly clear indication that 
you need to do something about 
them! So if Priya is excessively 
worried about that trip to her grand 
mom's she should immediately tell 
her father to book the tickets or 
else she would worry about it right 
through her exams! 





TIPS 


Apart from these three basic 
skills here are some simple tips to 
beiter your concentration: 

¢ Start any lesson with a certain 
degree of curiosity about it and a 
positive attitude towards learni 

© Study in an area away from 
distraction and use proper lighting 
Always use a table and a chair and 














maintain good posture. 

© Make sure you have every 
thing that you need like the lesson 
book. pencils, book to make notes, 
a bottle of water, before you begin 
your studies. 

Set goals that are realistic 
(number of problems to solve, 
pages to read, 
complete). After achieving each 
successive goal reward yourself 
with a short break. The break 
could be a walk around the house, 
listening to one of your favourite 
songs or watching TV for a short 
time. 





a chapter to 





© Make studying an active 
pro 
chapters, memorize, underline 
important terms and so forth. 

Take a S-minute break for 
every 30 minutes of studies 

© Make connections between 
things youalready know and what 
you are studying 

© Divide work into 
smaller manageable tasks that can 
be completed in short periods. 


outline 





SS; Write 





notes, 


your 





Study during the time which 
suits you the best, that is when 
you are very alert and fresh, and 
start with a difficult topic. 

So the next time you sit to 
study, remember to make use of 
these tips and see the difference! 
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T consider Gokulam to be one 
of my best friends and I fee! that 
reading it has increased my 
thinking power. Each and 
every page is packed 




















ith news and interesting 
information. 
- K.S.Krithikaa, 
Std.V1, Holy Cross Girls 
HrSec.School, Trichy 





Dear — Gokulam, 
you are one of the 
best children's 
magazines in the 
world. Your articles 
have given mea lot of 
knowledge. My favourite sections 
are the Cover Story, Budding Bards 
and Short Story. Why don’t you 
include more picture storie: 

~ Akshay Bhat, S. 
English School, Naysari, 






Tam a new subscriber of 
Gokulam and 1 opened the 
September issue with a lot of 
excitement. The cover story *Food 
is Fun’ was great and | also liked 
Harry Potter's poster. The story 
Self-Worth’ was very thought 
provoking showing that no one is 
worthless 





- Nagaraj.G.Prabhu, 
anjali Public School, 
Bhatkal, Karnataka 


Std. IV, Vi 
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Aarvellou 


‘Thanks a lot for encouraging 
school students by giving us an 
‘opportunity to participate in 
various activities. You 
are a real motivatior to 

us 





Vijayalakshmi MH 
Sirumugai 





T have gained se! 


confidence as_my 
improved by les 
the credit goes to Gokulam 

indeed a marvellous magazine! 
~ Megha.S.Kumar, Std.lX, 
Bishop Cotton Girls Sheol, 
Bengalooru 





and: 


his 











T am an ardent reader of 
I find it to be at 
trove of information, an ocean of 
knowledge and a guide who helps 
me. 


Gokulam. 





wre 


- Namitha Satheesh, Std.VII1, 
Maharishi Vidya Mandir SrSec. 
School, Chennai 








Thanks a lot for publishing my 
sister’s photo in ‘It’s Your Day” 
section, August 2009. When she 


saw her photo, she was very thrilled 
and surprised. This is the best gift 

that I could give her. 
- D.Hari Sai Deepu, 
Secunderabad 


Hi Gokutam, I am an ardent fan 
of yours. [ find you to be filled with 
fun and interesting information, 
Every month I open the book 
deciding to read a few day, 
but I simply cannot control myself 





Magazine! - 


and keep itdown only after finishi 
the whole book 

- M.Ashok Vardhan, 
Nava Bharat Public 
School, Paloncha, A.P. 


Std, 





T have been reading Gokulam 
for the past four years and it is 
really wonderful. I like Around 
the World, Experience, Viewpoint 

















and Grandmaworm. 
Gokulam is a real 
gift! 





jira Janani, 


Std.VIII, TVS MHSS, 
Madurai 

I am a regular reader of 
Gokulain, 1 like Grandmaworm, 


Adventures of Sitamn 
Experience and Effendi, 
think Gokulam is 

most wonderful 
magazine in the world! 
ceindha, Std.V1, 


SBOA MHSS, Chennai 














okulam, you are my dearest 
friend. | thank my sister who gifted 
me a copy of "Gokulam’ as my 
birthday gift. From that day I have 
been buying it regularly 





Std.V1, Chinmaya ! 
Coimbatore 


Gokulamisa fantastic magazine 
and I feel that it has improved my 
English language 





Is. Please 
Why don't 
you make it a weekly magazine? 

- R.Ranjani, Std.VII, 


Publish more stories. 
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One of our young readers, 
J.Vijayalakshmi, has hit the 
right on the spot by saying that 
paying money to children for 
doing jobs will develop a tendency 
amongst them to demand the 
same for every work done. And as 
these children grow up, this very 
habit will shape their character 
inturn leading to ‘corruption’, 
demanding payment for doing 
their routine duty. And amongst 
those readers who have written in 
favour of being paid for errands 
run, the majority have stated th: 
youngsters would, through this 
way, learn the value of money, 











Ir children are paid money to 
run errands, they will be attracted 
towards it and will become money 
minded. They will start asking 
payment for all jobs. This ma 
so prove to be a hindrance to 
their studies as the kids lured by 
money may prefer doing a job at 
the cost of their education, 

- J.Vijayalakshmi, 

Std. VIL, De HSS, Palani; 
Naresh Rengaswamy, Std.VI, 
M.CT.M School, Chennai 














Ti is the duty of every child to 
help parents and elders. An errand 
or help should not be confused 
with a job. Kids should express 
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their love for their parents oy 
performing any given chere 
happily 





- Balakrishnan, Solapur 
Ra, Pune; Lakshmi Aj 
su. 









School, New P 
Subramanii 


Bengalooru 


Money 


Ofcourse not! Do you think we 
should ask money for doing favours 
for our kith and kin? I don’t think 
has hit us that bi 

Nanditha Ravindar, 
Std.XI, Leo MHSS, 





rece 


















A few parents do pay their kids 
willingly, but itis every child’s duty 
to refuse it, The love, blessings — Once parents start 
and affection of our elders is more paying children 
precious than all the money in the for every little job, 
world. their demands will 


























~Sneha Antony, StXI, increase day by day. 
KY-Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram; Ty° child's focus will be on 
" eet nae foals the monetary benefits, not the job. 
pees - Yazhini Anbumani, Std. 






Kalaimagal Kalvi Nilayam, Brod 
‘njana.P, Std.V1, Holy Angels IS 
School, Thiruvananthapuram; 
S.Subhashree, Tirunelvel 
Gowri Sankari, St 
Good Shepherd MI 
Marthandam; Prasanna Shen 
Std.VII1, Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 
Hubli; Priya Ravi, Std1X, 
Tagore International School, 

New Delhi; Suhasini Ramani, 
Std.V1, GD Birla Centre for 
‘ducation, Kolkata 























‘Some children assume that they 
can do whatever they want with 
the money they have ‘earned’, 

They may be misguided 
their friends into spending on 
unwanted 











develop wrong habits 
- Veena Venkitesh, Std. VIII, 
Greenway Modern School; 
V.Aparna, Std.X1, StJoseph’s 
Convent HrSec.School, Nagereo 
Boga Venkatesh Narendra, Std.XII, 
GN Khalsa College, Mumbai 
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Running errands for parents is 

a kind and noble act. It should not 

be treated as a business deal or a 
contract, 

- J.Aadhikesava Siva Murugan, 

‘Std.IX, Anita Methodist MHSS, 

Chennai 


Parents are everything to us and 
they take care of all our needs and 
provide us with good education. If 
we take money from them for doing 
«few simple jobs then itis shameful 
on our part and we lose all rights to 
call them our parents, 

~ Varun.M, Std.VIUI, Capitol 

Public School, Bengalooru; 

td. VI, Rosily 
MHSS, Chennai 





Children gain alotofknowledge 
and experience in the process of 
doing certain jobs. This is more 
valuable than money. 

- Sudarshan Gopal, 
Std.VI, Apeejay School, New Delhi; 
J.Priscilla Nishi, Yereaud, Salem 


12 coxuram November 2009 


Appreciating the children for 
the work performed matters 
a lot more than money. 
Kind, encouraging words 
by parents will spur them to 
work harder. 
~ Sparsa Chowdary, 
‘Std.IX, Bhashyam Public 
‘School, Visakhapatnam. 


Though children in foreign 
countries are paid for running, 
errands, this is against our culture. 
There should not be a wage systemt 
Within the family. 








~ B.Yavana, Sd.VI, 
DAY Girls hool, 
Chennai 


fren will not learn the 
of helping others without 
being given something in return, 
~ Yuga.D.Naik, Std. VII, 
‘St.Therese’s High School, Gou 





Paying children will make 
them worldly wise in money 
matters, It will also 
develop a saving { 
habit in them from 
an early age. They 
will understand the 
value of money and 
will not tend to waste 
it unnecessarily. 

~ N,Pallavi, Std. VI, 

DAV Public School, 

Hyderabad; Sanju.M.H, 
Std. VILL, St.Joseph’s Central 

School, Mysore; Niranjan Prasad, 

Std. VIII, Little Rock Indian School, 
Udupi; Preetishree Sharma, 

Std.XI, KV, Puri; Maanasa 
Natrajan, Std.VI, Jnanodaya 
School, Bengalooru; Sreeparvathi.P, 
Std.X, Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 
sathish, Std.XI1, Boston 
MHSS, Chennai; R.Prasant Baboo, 
Std.XII, Don Bosco Jr.College, 
Pune; K.Karen, Std.X1, Nirmala 
MHSS, Chidambaram 








Children can use the money 


thus eamed for buying 

useful things like books, 
\ stationary items or 
aifts. 







~ K.Naveen, 
Std.VIN, 

SRK MHSS, 
Salem; 
Aishwarya.A, 
SUd.IX, Stloseph's 
| Convent, Coonoor; 
Soubhagya. S. 
Prabhu, St.X, 
St.Mary's Bethany Public School, 
Alappuzha 


There is nothing wrong in 
paying kids for the work performed. 
‘They deserve something in return 
for completing the assigned job. 

~ J.Vishnu, Std.X1, 

Sunbeam MHSS, Vellore; 

Shiny Nivya, Std.1X, 

‘The Vikasa School, Tuticorin; 
Anish Antony, Std. VII, 
KV-Pattom, Thiruvananthapuram; 
Atreya.G. Krishna, Std. VIII, 
Canara High School, 

Mangalore 








QUESTION FOR THE MONTH : 


“Is it right to influence children by using celebrit 





advertisements?” 


Send us your views by 25.11.2009. Each published entry will receive a 
prize of Rs. 25/-. Remember to include details of your age, class, school and residential 
address, Those of you who are non- residents of India should send us a local (Indian) 
address too. You can send entries by post or by e.mail (gokulam@kalkiweekly.com) 
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Dear Grandma, 
Tam one of those students in my 
class who study well. Unfortunately 
there is a small group amongst 
us, who, though studying well, 
indulge in teasing and fighting 
others, When ever I see them 
sitting together I get irritated. 

What should I do? 
- Indra Priyadarshini, 
Udumalpet 

Dear Indra, 

When a person studies well 
and gets good marks it should not 
create vanit Instead, humilit 
should be practised. The small 
group of students you refer to are 
probably misguided and think of 
themselves as superior to others 
This superiority complex. results 
in mocking others and picking up 
quarrels, Once you understand this. 
you will not be upset by their 
behaviour. Don’t blame them in 
‘any manner as it is likely to create 


















resentment and enemity, Just ignore 
them, When they find that you and 
others like you don’t react to their 
twasing, they will feel like a deflated 
balloon! In due course their attitude 
will chan, 





kk 
T manage to get centun in 
main subjects. Friends of mine 
flatter me on this, resulting in my 
being over-confident, How am Ito 
prevent this? 
~ M.Swarnalakshmi, Chennai 


Real Friends 


| Dear Swara, 

It is natural for people in all 
walks of life to flatter those who 
are clever. rich orin high positions. 
There will always be a tinge of 
such flattery. which 
never accepted. It is 
important for you not to be carried 
away by such flattery since it will 





jealousy 





ofcourse 


result in ego, Just say “Thank you” 
and be done with it. Don’t give 
ita second thought. Your friends 
too will stop flattering you if they 
find that you are not in any way 
affected by it. After all no one likes 
to flatter a stone wall! 
tok 

As the monitor of my class, 
J have to write the names of all 
those who talk in class, whene' 
the teacher is away for a short 
while. But I'm being emotionally 
black mailed by a few friends on 
such occasions. What should I do? 
Write their names and lose their 
friendship? 
ivaramakrishnan, Mumbai 

Dear Siva, 

Your's is indeed a very difficult 
situation. However, I would suggest 
that in order to be fair to both your 


ON 

















~~ te 


‘t Flatter'™. = - 


AJ) 






friends and your conscience, you 
inform your friends before hand 
that you will be strict because you 
wouldn't like 
class teacher, Request them to read 
some text book in silence till the 


to cheat on your 


















such warning and ple 






your friends take advantage of 
your friendship, you will have no 
choice other than writing down 
their names. At the same time you 
will not have any guilt complex 
of having let down your friends. 
the 

I am friendly with everyone 

but ifsome friend or relative talks 
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anything against me, I become 
very angry and pick up a fight. 
Please suggest a way to overcome 
this defect. 

- Shruthi Laxmi, R. Madurai 

Dear Sruthi, 

Your attitude is totally wrong. If 
someone criticizes you, you must 
consider that person as your best 
friend. Thank him for being frank 
and move away to a serene spot like 
a garden or park. Think calmly and 
honestly. If there is some truth in 
what your friend said, accept it and 
correct yourself. If not, just ignore 
the criticism and be yourself. If you 
follow this rule without cheating on 
yourself you will be respected by 
all, 

ok 

My friends play with me and 
enjoy my company. But when I 
am trapped in some difficulty they 


leave me alone and run away! 
What should I do? 
Gokul, Ambernath 

Dear Gokul, 

Sage Valluvar describes 
friendship as follows : “Friendship 
is not for just fun and frolic, Real 
friendship means supporting 
your friend in times of trouble or 
distress. A true friend should also 
correct you when you do something 
wrong, in addition to admiring your 
talents.” One may have a dozen 
friends, but only one or two will fit 
into the description given above. 
Keep looking for such a friend. 
You will find one instinctively in 
due course. Meanwhile don’t give 
up on existing friends. Enjoy their 
company but don’t expect too much 
from them, 








Love, 
Grandmaworm 











Name 


Address 


Phone No: 

















Iniand 
































‘Amount enclose 





youring ‘Gohulam 





You can also register 
with your newspaper 
agent for a month after 
month door delivery. 





culation Manager 
Gokulam 

‘Kalki Buildings 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
al, CHENNAI - 600 032. 











How about surprising your 
family with these easy to make 
starters? You could add that special 
touch to your ‘weekend dinner’ 
by preparing these dishes. And 
in addition to being tasty, they are 
healthy too! 








YUMMY 
TOMATO SOUP 
Ingredients : 
Tomatoes ~ 6 
Butter ~ 2 tbsp 
Bread ~2 








ices 
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Corn Flour—1 tbsp 
Pepper Powder— | tsp 
Salt As per taste 


Method : Cut the tomatoes 
into big pieces, add water and 
pressure cook them, Remove the 
well cooked tomatoes from the 
cooker and allow to cool, Grind 
the same in the mixer and strain 
the paste. Add salt and water to it 
and boil for $-10 minutes, Adda 
little water to the corn flour and 


Healthy 


r 
men’ 








blend it into a paste, St 
this paste into the boiled 
tomato puree and it will 
thicken nicely, Add pepper 
from 





powder and remov 
flame 

Melt the butter ina 
Cut 
bread slices into. pieces 
and shallow fry in it 
Garnish the soup with the 
fried bread and serve. Your 
yummy tomato soup is 
ready, You could garnish 
it with fresh 
leave to0 

~ Mira Sankar, Std.¥, 

Indian School, Sohar, 
luscat 


medium sized pan 





coriander 








CUP CORN 
Ingredients : 
Sweet Com Kernels ~ 1 packet 
Juice of tlime 
Grated Coconut—3 tbsp 





Jalapetio Pepper ~ | 
Coriander L 
Salt to taste 





Method : Heat 2 tsp of oil ina 










and fry them in the 
pan. Add the com 
kemels and some 
water, Keep stirring 
till the com becomes 
soft. Dra 
and add the 
lime ju 


excess water 






ed coconut and 
ind mix well. Garnish 





With coriander leaves and serve hot 
in acup. 


ubhashree, 
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ches in length. It is the only 
beetle in the insect world to have 


such a long neck 











can stun and 
shock fish and frogs by electne 


An electric 


shock from its body, It can emit 
upto 600 volts of electric current. 

Std.X, TVS 
Madurai 








jraffe can go without water 


ysiocking’ 


lost varieties of fish in 





for a longer period in comparison to 
Antarctica have a special chemical p parison 





a camel! They eat plenty of leaves 
called glycopeptides which circulate P 


which in tum provide adequate 





in their blood. This acts as a natural t 
water required by their bodies. 

amtifreeze and helps the fish from“ 
The blue whale’s tongue weighs 


abt 


freezing. 

The giraffe beetle found in 
Madagascar has a lor 
like a giraffe, The neck i 


around 400kgs. almost the wei 





of an elephant! 
- T.MShilpa, Std.1, 
Chellamal Vidhyalaya, Chennai 








ns 

oper . 

= wip?! Giratte 
Bootie 





The ow| is the only bird which 
drops its upper eyelid to wink. All 
the other birds raise their lower 
eyelids, 

When hippos are angry or upset 
their sweat turns red. 

\inaseni Guha, Std.1X, 
‘The Future Foundation 
School, Kolkata 





A. butterfly has 


Eel! 


12,000 eyes! That 
is, it has 2 eyes 
with 6000 eyelets 

or ommatidia in each 


eye. An ommatidia is like an 





eye within an eye. Itactually di 
the eyes and helps the butterfly to 
locate things easily. They work like 
the pi 


The porpoise is a sea animal 


els of a camera, 









eputter 










which can imitate the human 
voice and even laugh 

- Pranitha, Std.VIIL, 

City International School, 

Pune 


Starfish do not have head or 
brains. 

~ Suradha lyer, Std.VI, 

Fr. Agnel M.P. School, 

Navi Mumbai 


Dolphins sleep with one eye 
‘open! 
A giraffe can clean its ears with 





its 21-inch tongue. 

An ostrich’s eye is bigger 
than its brain. 
-G.Aruna, Std. XI, 

SBOA MHSS. 


Madurai 
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Think about a life full of wisdom 
id truth 
ted with 
what they have 
And what they are, 
Think about ev 
overflowing with love 
Will this be a dream or e: 





Think about people cont 





yone’s heart 





make it happen’ 
Yes indeed! Only we can make it 






Std.X, Kendriys 
Vidyalaya CLRI, Chenna 


happen 


T had a box of crayons, 
All shiny 
1 | lent my friend one crayon, 
f 








and new, 


And - oops - it broke into two! 





But I said, “I don’t care, 
Now we both can use the 


\ same colour, 

It’s much ea: e 

Venkat 

International Public School, 
Bengalooru 





On ccnaions ate ttntuatiie, eit 






VOTE FOR YOUR POosTER-5 


Dear Chitdren, there was hardly any competition amongst the 
4 contestants this time. As the counting progressed, we realized that 
fone could win against the ever mischievous and cute duo, Tom 
and Jerry. They have gone to the moon, played tennis and won Fl 
championships, These two immortal characters, the “harried Tom 
and the ‘ever cool Jerry’ have made billions laugh by their never 
ending fights and crazy antics, for over seven decades now. 

Listed below are $ names of readers w 
the best reasons for selecting Tom and Jerry : 1) Adithya.C.S, 
Std.VIII, Maharshi Public School, Mysore 2) Prakash Ravichandran, 
St.VII, DAV Public School, Navi Mumbai 3) Ashritha, Std.V1, Sudana Residential 
School, Puttur, AP. 4) Kaustuy Raj, Std.V, Stewart School, Bhubaneshwar 
5) K.Sreevidya, Std.VII, B.D.Memorial Institute, Kotkata 

Now vote for your February issue poster! 

© Five entries that detail the best reasons will et a reward of Rs $0 each. 
© Last date for receipt of emries: 25.11.2009, @ Eudtr’$ decision i fina. 


"4 a Sr ts iene vied 


My vote goes to — PTUsta Nadia Comaneci 
Rakesh Sharma Donald Duck 



















































Because... 








Age : Class 





School : 
* Residential Address : . 











| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
i 
} Name : 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Signature 


aes 

* Local address is a must for overseas entries. 
The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 

47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
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D™ the summer holidays my 
parents decided to take us on 
a trip to Chail, a small hill station 
in Himachal Pradesh. Accordi 
my father arranged for our stay at 
a hotel and also booked us a taxi to 
reach there. Chail is at a distance 
of about 400 kms from New Delhi 
and located at a height of 7000 ft 
above sea level. Our taxi crossed 
over to Harayana and entered 
Himachal Pradesh through the town 
of Parwanoo, Here, we took rest 
for sometime and then proceeded 
further 

Very soon we approached the 
hills which looked beautiful with 
oak, pine, fir and other evergreen 
trees and shrubs, We could s 
small rivulets flowing. smoothly 


ly 

















making their way through the 
mountains. The vehicle was slowly 
going up the hill and we rolled 
down our windows to let in the 
cool, refreshing breeze. It was too 
good, especially after the heat and 
pollution of Delhi, After sometime 
wwe crossed the city of Solan which 
is known for its Apple juice units 
and breweries. From Solan it took 
us about 2 hours to reach Chail and 
our ride was interspersed by a slight 
drizzle making the weather all the 
more pleasant and cool 

We finally 
destination and checked into our 
room, Then we had our lunch and 
took rest. Soon after we left to 
explore the village of Chail, We 


reached — our 


found it to be a very small plece 
which had about 8 hotels and 12-15 
shops catering to the needs of the 










locals and the tourists, Chail came 
into prominence as a hill station 
when the erstwhile ruler of Patiala 
made it his summer capital after 
being banned from Shimla by the 
British, 


We found Chail to be 


place to our 








a grea 
relax 
body and mind. 
We also 







visited the hi 





hest 
cricket ground located just 
The 


was very picturesque, surrounded 


outside the villay round 





by pine and deodar trees, 
During the course of our stay 

we also visited Kufri and Shim 
Oe cited fi-a.2-3 hr stance 


& from Chail. Kufri is a scenic 


place and one canengage the 

















services of a pony to ridi 








the mounta 





1 trails, Unfortunately 
Kuli 
and we could not doany sightseeing 


it was raining heavily in 





So we proceeded to Shimla, the 
capital of Himachal Pradesh, Here 
the sun was shining brightly and we 
could sce the mountain ranges all 
und. The city was bustling with 
We visited the Mall road 


Which is one of the major tourist 





tourists, 


attractions, After spending the 

day at Shimla we went 
back to Chail that night 
and left for Delhi the 


* Palace Hotel 


next day 
The trip to this 
beautiful hill station 


was an amazing one and 
will always be etched in our 
But 1 found 
maki 


dirty and generating a lot of waste. 


memories, that the 





the place 


at it 





our duty to keep 
places neat and clean thereby 
preserving their natural beauty 


- K.R.Mukund, 


Std. VIII, St.Paul’s School, 
New Delhi 








Name : R.Abhishek 


Age: 13 

Address; Amruthabhisheka. 
Bejai Kapikad, Second Cross. 
Mangalore - 575 004 

Hobbies » Making new friends. 
playing and drawing. 

Yume G.Niranjana 

ater |3 

eibiress No9, Third 
Cross, Sathiya Nagar, Sarum. 


_ Pondicherry - 13 
Hobbies : Reading story books. 
watching TV, listening to 
music, playing computer 
games, 





Name : K.Mahith 
Age #10 
Address 64, 

Second Floor, 9th 

Main, 1th Cross, Third 

Phase, Avacahalli, Giri Nagar, 

Bengalooru - 560 085 
Hobbies; Reading books. 

collecting stamps, playing cricket, 

reading GK books. 


Name : R.Mounica 

Age 14 

Address: 25/195, Phase ill. 
Sathuvachari, Vellore - 632 009 

Hobbies - Watching TV, reading 
books, painting, drawing, chatting 
with friends. 
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Name : A.RSundar Raj 

Age :15 

Address Roll No.4196, 
Vijayanagar House, Sainik School, 
Bijapur, Kamataka - 586 102 

Hobbies : Horse riding, cycling, 
reading novels, browsing the net 
making new friends, collecting 
posters. 





Name. VM. Ramachandiran 

Age 213 

Address : No.5, Shakti Vinayagar 
Colony, Crawford, Trichy-620 012 

Hobbies > Surfing the net, 
chatting, reading bool: 
swimming, playing hockzy 
and cricket. 





Name : Smruti S. Dash 
Age : 10 
Address $-5)2€1, 


320Som 





Niladri Vihar, Chandrasekharpur, 
Bhubaneswar, Orissa 

Hobbies » Reading magazines 
and storybooks, painting, dancing, 
singing. karate, cycling, learning 
new games and watching T.V. 


Name > P.Arvind 
Age: 12 





Address : F3, Shanthy Towers, 
133, Luz Church Road, Mylapore, 
Chennai - 600 004 

Hobbies: Playing computer 
games and cricket, collecting 
pictures of cricketers and listening 
to music. 


Name : Nabam Abo 
Age 15 
Address ; P.O, Box 21, Sainik 





School, Imphal, 

Manipur -795 001 
Hobbies > Playing foot ball, 

listening to music, reading books. 


Pangie Road, 





Name : V.Varshini 

Age :8 

Address : 19, Dr. Besant Road, 
Ice House, Triplicane, Chennai - 
600 00S 

Hobbies: Playing, watching 
TV, reading magazines and story 
books, dancing, mus 








+ going out 


V 






for picnics, drawing, 
doing craft works. 


Name: Divya Bhat 


Age :8 

Address. ; Dio AP. Bhat, 
Sri Laxmi Kripa, Indrali ‘Temple 
Road, Indrali Kunjibettu Post, 
Udupi - $76 102, Karnataka 

Hobbies > Classical music, 





classical dance, reading books, 
drawing, cycling, playing with 
pets. 


Name : Jumyir Ligo 
13 
ddress » Vivekananda Kendra 
Vidyalaya, Nivedita Vihar, Siejosa. 
Arunachal Pradesh - 790103 
Hobbies > Watching movies, 
listening to music, drawing, singing, 
reading horror stories 
















One day while Effendi was travelling... 
gx. a 
EFFENDI TALES: if r* Hey! What's the 
matter? Why are they 
looking glum. 
‘SCRIPT MOHAN C 
DRAWING :AJAYAN 











a 


Your landior He said that 
loaned us this if we don't 

ox inorder | plough it within 
to plough the ) a single day, ie| 
would double 


Why are you sac 
dear friends? 





















Effendi approached the landlord’ | [Dozens of horses ~ work of ten 

to enquire about the matter. J and musclemen were oxen. 
ae Oe 

77 That ox is not an) eduired to pul itera, 

(ordinary one. itis a « 


S 
~__magical ox. 
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devised a plan to 














a Now, 

romember our 
plan and act 
accordingly. 








SESS 
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When the farmers Come 
tried to make the ox 
plough the field, 
it gored them and ran 
towards the cliff 


and see for 






Effendi reached the cliff 
along with the landlord. 











Look how the men 
are struggling to 


— hold the ox. 

















Hoy! Try and pull the 
ox backwards. Maybe 
\ twill come back to its_/ 
owner. 


/ 










Oh no! The 
magical ox has 
fallen in to the 
sea. 








many of you couldn't control 
a single ox. | want my ox back 
\ or else an equivalent 
__amount. - 
slay 


( T cannot believe that so 












Wait a minute! You had] 
claimed that no one could \) 
match its power and —_/ 


rength, didn't you? ~ 












What has that 
ot to do with this? | want 
_ compensation. 
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You told us that he was a 
your ox was strong disobedient 
but you failed to warn ruffian! We have wasted 
us that . a day trying to reign 







efore he exposes my lie. He 
knows that the ox was an 
ordinary one. 


( Let me get away from here 
be 











7, Now he will} [The grateful farmers bia | 
Effendi, \/ never try to fool} | Effendi goodbye. 

thanks for )\ anybody with 

your timely / \his wily tricks, 





- Work hard 
| four yield will be 
bounteous, 

















small ten year old 
boy, hardly four and 
a half feet in height asked 
to play a shot at a snooker 











parlour frequented — by 
his brother. A number of 
cueists (snooker players) 





standing around la 


aloud at this little boy's 





insistence on playing at 
the table, Finally, when 
he managed to get hold 


d pocketed his 





of a cue 





2 
first ball, all of them were Ml 
stunned. And ffom then Alls AlAs 
on there was no looking 

back, This little boy was none other The 
than Pankaj Advani, the recently ¢lder brother Shree to the snooker 

| parlour and the game cast its spel 








crowned — World Professi 
Billiards Champion 

Born on 24" of July 1985 in 
Pune, Pankaj spent the first five for the family but as luck would 
years of his life in Kuwait. His a big break wher) 
family returned to India during the official at KSBA (Karnatake 
Iraq ds Association) spotted 
settled in Bengalooru, From 
Pankaj started accompanying his him a membership at a subsidize 








we youngster. Frequent trips to 
parlour proved very expensive 














invasion of Kuwait and 
seten him at a summer camp and gave 











About the Sport 


‘Snooker is a cue sport played on a baize covered table with four pockets 
on the Corners and a pocket each in the middle of the lengthier side. 2 
full size table is 12 by 6 fi and the game is played using cue and snooker 
balls. The bails include one white cue ball, fifieen red balls and six balls 
of different colours and varying points. The colours include yellow, green, 
brown, blue, pink and black. Each game consists of a number of frames 
and the winner is the one who has won the maximum number of frames. 
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Hema Rajan 
rate, Pankaj took full advant: 
this facility and spent the maximum 
time training and improving his 
game. In fact during his school 
holidays Pankaj spent the entire 
day at the KSBA and would play Champion atthe 
snooker untiringly. This indeed 48¢ of 17. breaking the 


speaks volumes for his dedication '*8 Beet Sethis's record. 
and determination to succeed In October 2003 he won the IBSF 


World Snooker Title and brought 
Pankalie fest. tou back the trophy to India after two 
was the B.S. 


decades. His laurels also include 
Tournament where he reached th 


Billiard Boy fs 


And guess 
who his opponent was in the finals? 






¢ of 





the junior as well 








as senior level, 


I 
youngest National 





became the 








ndary 








jament 








Sampath Memorial 











easily 





It was his brother, Shree, whom he 
beat convincingly. “I didn’t know 
whether to laugh or ery,” sai 





confused Pankaj after this win. 


This title opened the floodgates and 





the number of titles and awards won 
by him are innumerable. He has 
created many records at the State 
and National level tournaments at 


A player uses the cue ball to pot the red and the coloured balls and points 
are allotted on the basis of the different colours potted. The game goes 
on till all the balls are potted. Points are calculated 
and the highest scorer wins the frame. Each red ball 
carries a single point and the coloured balls carry 
varying points 

Snooker is presumed to have originated in India 
in the late nineteenth century, played by the British 
officers stationed here. The game is very popular in 
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the Asian Billiards title, Double 
World Billiards Title and the IBSF 
World Snooker Title. Recently, 
Pankaj emerged the winner at 
the World Professional Billiards 
Championship held at Leeds, 
England (in September 2009) for 
which he received rightful adulation 
from the Prime Minister as well as 
the President. But, for Pankaj, 
most memorable victory w 
2006 Asian Games at Qatar where 
he won the gold medal. He has 
also been conferred with the Arjuna 
Award, Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Award and the Padmashree. 

Pankaj completed his schooling 
from The Frank Anthony Public 
School in Bengalooru and acquired 
his degree in commerce from 
Mahaveer Jain College. 
Both the _ institutes 
have supported him by 
giving him enough time 
to practice his game, 
Pankaj is also grateful 
to his coach, mentor 














and guide, Arvind Savur who took 
him under his wings and honed his 
skills and techniques. 


perfeet’- 





maxim and plays for about five 
hours per day. And focus is also 
another important aspect of the 
game. Both the mind and the body 
should be totally focused on the 
target. Physical fitness also plays: 
a major role in his victories. One 
needs to walk a lot around the table 
in this game and needs to bend a 
Jot too. In order to play for an hour 
at stretch a player needs to have 
strong arms, back, legs and a sharp 
sight. Hand - eye coordination 
also plays a crucial role, Panka 
success formula is 
“A sportsperson 
cannot let anything 
get in the way of his 
game”. Apply this to 
all walks of life anc 
success is yours, 


















English speaking and Commonwealth countries. 
Equipment 

Both the players have their own cue sticks, the tip of which is used to 
strike the ball. The cue stick is made of wood or fibre glass. A piece o/ 
chalk is rubbed on its tip, in order to ensure good contact with 
the ball. An extension is used to lengthen the cue stick, 
to reach balls at a longer distance from the player. A 
triangle is used to gather the balls in the required shape. 


A spider is used to elevate and support the tip of the cue. 





RG iets bhi Meee SURE 

















1. Which is the room that we 
can eat? 

Who can sing a group song youcan't live onme. 
alone? Who am |? 

Name the dry fruit we can findin What kind of a 
the calendar. case does a lazy 
-R.Gopakumar, detective | 
Std.VII, Nalanda Public Scho 

Kochi 












Why was the magician 
selected for the cricket team? 
Why did the commentator run 


Brain _ 


Bell MHSS, 
Tirunelveli 


3. Why do cows wear bell? 
Why was the ocean arrested? 
What happens when you throw a 

green rock in the red sea? 
What kind of vessels do vampires 

use? 











s.Aparna, Std.VII, 3509 mold UNS “y 
DAV Sr.Sec.School, | _i9559" pooig ‘18m sj i ‘2204s a4) uodn 
“henmay | 1227 0" Luop suioy say) asnedog ‘f 

Chennai \equawwos Buuuns 

Bun sem a} "you Ey Sty Jo asne2eg °z 
4. You can’t live without me, 9120 "ueney Bury "wooysniN') 


66 Jt was Monday morning. 
Swaminathan was reluctant 
{0 open his eyes.... He shuddered at 
the very thought of school... 
These are the opening lines 
of this classic book featuring the 
adventures of Swaminathan alias 
Swami and his friends, These 
lines indeed warm us to the book 
immediately as the ‘Monday 
Morning Syndrome’ is faced by 
almost all of us on a weekly basis, 
Written by the famous Indian 
Novelist R.K.Narayan, the plot of 
this book takes place in Malgudi, a 
fictional place created by the 
author. The story deals with the 
burden of school work and the 
dread of teachers experienced 
by Swami, The main character 
of the novel is Swami, and his 
family includes his strict father 
and his indulgent mother 
and grandmother, who are 
his staunch supporters. His 
close friends are Somu, Mani, 
Sankar, Samuel and Rajam. 
This 255 page book is 
divided into easy to read 
25 chapters. The first few 
chapters introduce Swami. his 
family and his friends in an 
endearing manner. The next 
few chapters deal with the 
tussle between Mani and the 
new comer Rajam. The story 
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progresses with Swami having to 
deal with the birth of a new sibling, 
We also find our little hero trying 
to stone the school windows in a fit 
of patriotic inspiration. In between 
all this we learn about Swami's 
difficulties with arithmetic, his 
frequent punishments, how he tries 
hard to get hold of a cycle hoop and 
how he catches a thief! 


The actual fun starts when 
Swami and his friends put together 


“6 ' 
Malgudi 








Malgudi 
Selisalinat 


The Adventures of Swami 


and His Froude 
















the MCC (Malgudi Cricket 
Club) and challenge the Young 
Men’s Union for a match. The 
dialogue between Swami and 
his grandmother when he tries to 
explain the intricacies of the game 
is really amusing. Meanwhil 
Swami has to leave his school 
‘Albert Mission’. He joins a new 
one, “The Board High School and 
slowly realizes that his new school 
is worse than the previous one. 
He has a whole lot of homework 











School Days 


-R.K.Narayan 


and there are drill classes too, after 
school. 


Rajam is the captain of the 
MCC and conducts match practice 
after school. Swami, the key bowler 
of the team is unable to attend the 
practice session due to his drill 
classes and hence fakes illness. 
Unfortunately 





his doctor and his 
headmaster have a meeting and the 
latter comes to know about Swami’s 
deception and starts abusing and 








caning him. 
problems Swami runs away never 
wanting to Malgudi 


Overwhelmed by his 








return to 





“RK. Narayan 


comes back but 
misses the cricket match and ears 
the wrath of his 
captain, Rajam. 
The story ends 
with Swami wanting 
to explain his feelings 
to Rajam but is unable to do 

so as Rajam shifis out of Malgudi 


But somehow he 








This book beautifully depicts 
the problems and feelings of little 
Swami. It is. funny as well as 
heartrending and is a must read 
for all growing children. Swami 
is a child everyone can relate to 
and the little incidents in his life 
are described with gentle humour. 
This book is an abridged version 
of “Swami and Friends’ by the 
same author. The story is suitably 








complemented by the illustrations 
of R-K.Laxman. 
- Dhanya.R.Durai, Std.VII, 
KV—IIT Campus, Chennai 
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he afternoon sun was at its 
peak when the fifth grede 
students assembled for the magic 
show in the school auditorium, It 
was indeed a challenging task for 
the teachers to settle the excited 
children in their seats and to hush 
them up. The magician came on 
stage and the show started at last. 
Immediately all eyes were riveted 
on the stage and the jazzily dressed 
magician started with the usual trick 
of pulling a rabbit out 
of the hat. The only 
difference was that 
the rabbit had a pair 
of antennae in place of 
its ears and roller skates 
onits legs, Next, he asked 
his assistant to stand 
inside a box and closed 
its door and proceeded 
to saw the box into two, 
‘The whole hall was filled 
with gasps of horror but 
the assistant managed to 
come outof the box safely. 
After performing a few 
more tricks the magician 
addressed the audience in 
a clear voice. His eyes 
observed the crowd of 
eager youngsters. 
“Now is. the 












time 
for me to show you the 
greatest magic trick of 


all, a trick never performed before 
by anybody in this galaxy.” he 
claimed. 

A murmur of excitement rose in 
the air. All the youngsters spoke 
in hushed tones wondering ard 
speculating about this trick. 

“L will invite a volunteer to this 
stage.” continued the magician 
ina satisfied voice, happy that 
his announcement had drawn the 


necessary response. “I will cast a 


magic spell on him and will enter 
his subconscious mind. Then I 
will make him tell us all the events 
which happened on any particular 
day, those things which one tends 
to forget in the normal course 
of life, but are preserved in our 
subconscious mind.” 

The magician’s frosty eyes 
scanned the huge crowd assembled 
in the hall. The usually chirpy 


youngsters were unusually silent. 






Most of them were 
to hide 
themselves from 
the magician’s 
prying eyes. They 
were all scared of 
revealing to their classmates 
any embarrassing or awkward 
moment which they might have 
experienced. 











Meanwhile the magician had 
found his target, Pointing 
his wand towards the boy, 
he asked, “Would you 
please come up on stage?" 
The young student got up 
from his seat hesitatingly 








and slowly dragged 
himself up to the stage. 
“May 1 have the 


pleasure of 
your name?” queried the 
magician trying to relax 
him. 

“My.my name is X 
Xapo” stammered the 
poor, terrified youngster. 

‘The magician made 
him sit on a chair which 
resembled the one seen at 
the dentist's. 

Xapo froze. gripped 
withasudden fear. “Come 


knowing 





on...your friends are waiting for 
this trick,” coaxed the magician. 

Xapo saton the chair and allowed 
the magician to bind him with a 
whole lot of wires and electrodes. 
Slowly he found himself slipping 
into a comatose state. 

“Now narrate to your friends all 
that took place on the second day of 
last year,” ordered the magician, 

And slowly Xapo started 
speaking, He narrated in a clear 
voice his schedule for that entire 
day starting from the morning. He 
described the activities of — that 
day, the dress he wore, the food he 
ate, the conversations he had, The 
entire crowd listened in awe and 
wonder while the magician looked 
on triumphantly. In the meantime, 
Xapo continued his narration and 
proceeded to describe the events of 
the evening. But now, there was a 
sudden change in his manner. He 



















started sweating profusely, his eyes 
blinked rapidly and his long pointzd 
ears seemed to shrink a little bit. 


“T was walking home from my 
friend Zobo’s house. | had to finish 
‘a project and had gone to his house 
to take his help”. 

From among the audience Zobo 
gave an audible gasp for Xapc's 
narration was true, He recollected 
that he had indeed helped Xapo 
with his science project dealing 
with harnessing solar energy. 

“L was very tired as well es 
thrilled because we had found some 
fascinating facts about our soler 
system during the research, When 
I was passing through the city park 
I heard some soft noise behind me. 
1 turned around but saw no one. | 
realized that | was all alone and 
was scared. | started to move faster. 
Suddenly a strange creature yanked 
me from behind a 
bush and dragged me 
towardsahuge vehicle 
It was a large, flat and 
oval vehicle and I was 
forced to enter it. 1 

found three more 
‘such creatures inside 
the vehicle. They 

were dressed in a 
strange kind of 
suit.” 








By now there was pin drop 
silence inside the auditorium 
and everyone was listening with 
their hearts in their mouth, The 
magician himself seemed dazed. 
His so called ‘greatest trick” had 
indeed elicited some startling and 
unexpected results. 

“Twas made to lie on a flat table. 
Then they surveyed my anatomy 
with some complex device. After 
observing me for 


pale coloured suits and helmets. 
‘They were peering at me through 
the visor of the helmet, I noticed 
that they had two eyes and their 
head was covered with black hair. 
‘They were moving their lower part 
of their face continuously and one 
main thing....they had no antennae 

like us.” 
“And do you have any idea as t0 
which part of the galaxy they had 
come from?” asked the 


sometime they pointed magician, 

aglowingtorchatme. "ANG dO YOU “yes,” 1 could 
a aed ah the beams Have any idea repeatedly hear only 
from the torch would ag to Which one word, Earth” 
them. "Sow Trey Paro the — TA a 
into a deep sleep ond © Q@lAXY they  gueson echoed 
whenIwokeuplfound Had COME through the —audi- 
myself lying in the from?” asked torium. “IS THERE 


park. I got up groggily 
and wondered what [ 
was doing in the park, 
1 walked home and resumed my 
routine activities,” Xapo finished 
his extraordinary tale. 


“What did these strange 
creatures look like?” questioned the 
magician in a terrorized voice, He 
was scared out of his wits, What 
had stared as a magic trick had 
assumed terrifying proportions, 

“These creatures were around 
five and a half feet in height, wore 


the magician 


LIFE ON EARTH?” 


“lari, Hari, do 
wake up, Your school van will be 
blaring its horn in another hour,” 
Hari’s harried mother was trying 
her best to wake up her son, But 
Hari seemed to be lost in dream of 
his own, a distant dream in which 
he was shuttling between Earth and 
Jupiter! 

- T.P.Prashanth, 

Std.X, Leo MHSS, 

Chennai 
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Icebergs are usually white, blue 
or green in colour and may range 
between 3 - 250 feet above water 
They may extend to about 1000 feet 
below water too. These bergs are 
made entirely of fresh water and are 
not salty though they are found in 
oceans. The interior temperature 
of an iceberg ranges between -15 to 
-20 degree centigrades. 

- Krishnaveni, Std.IX, 
The Oxford Sr. Sec. 
School, Bengalooru 


The Mariana Trench, 
located in the western part 
of the Pacific Ocean is the 
deepest known part of the 
world’s oceans. It’s depth is 
around 36,201 feet. A cannon 
ball dropped into the water here 
would take more than an hour to 
reach the bottom. 

The pressure at the bottom of 
the sea is 400 times greater than 
This 
pressure could squeeze a wooden 
block to half its size. 

- A.Anjana Gayathri, Std.V1, 
PSBB, Chennai 


the pressure at the surface 


Tf the sun stopped shining 
suddenly, it would take about eight 
minutes for people on earth to be 
aware of it as this is the time taken 
by the sunlight to reach the earth. 

The Milky Way and its closest 
neighbour, the Andromeda Galaxy, 


are on a collision course. 













— 


In about 3 billion 
years the two galaxies 
will collide with each other 

- Deepthy Mohan, Std.VI, 
MGCY, Trichy 


Rain forests once covered 14 
percent of the earth’s land surface; 
now they have been reduced to a 





mere 6 percent! 
A single tree could absorb upto 
1000 kg of carbon-di-oxide in its 
entire lifetime. 
- Sarbani Chakraborty, 
Std.VIII, KV - 1, Port Blair 


The ‘Uluru rock’, formerly 








known as ‘Ayer’s rock’, is the aa 
world’s largest freestanding rock 33 
monolith in the world. It is found in g¢ 
Australia BE 

~ P.Archanaa, Std.IX, -2 


Sardar Dastur Hormazdiar High 


>, ie lowe: jounta ir e 
School, Pune Lhe lowest mountain in the 


world is Mount Wycheproof in 
The oldest lighthouse in the Victoria, Australia, with a summit 
UK still stands just 140 feet above 





ajestically on the 






——7, 3} 1) 
grounds of Dover Castle. The 
Roman emperor Caligula ordered it 
to be built in 90 AD. 
~ P-Eniyan, Std.XI, 
Jai Gopal Garodia National Hr. 
See. School, Chennai 





The Giant Sequoia and the 
Redwood trees of California are 
the largest trees in the world. They Antarctica’s ice sheet holds 61% 
grow to a minimum of 300 fi in of the world’s fresh water. This ice 
height and weigh as much as 4800 sheet is up to 2,000 metres deep in 
average sized cars. certain places, 

- S.G.Nandhini, Std. ~ R.Ashwin, Std. VIII, 
St.Mary’s MHSS, idya Mandir, Hosur 





Maharishi 
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* Mediterranean 
landscape 


Pablo Picasso was one of the 
most amazing creative artists of 
the 20" century 
1881 at Malag 
of October, he showed a passio: 
and skill for painting from an ear! 
age, His father was a painter and 
a professor of arts and initiated 
Picasso into the world of paintingsat 
5, the famil: 


Born in the year 
Spain on the 25 








theageof seven. In 
moved to Barcelona and Picasso 
thrived here. His father requested 
the authorities at the School of 
Fine Arts to allow him to take the 
exam for advanced art class. While 
most students took almost a month 
to complete this exam, 13 year 
old Picasso impressed the jury by 
completing it in a week. At the age 


50 coKutam November 2009 





of sixteen, his father, recognizing 
us decided to send him to 
Royal Academy of San Fernando 


his 





at Madrid, the country’s foremost 





art school. From then there was no 


stoppii 





Picasso's work has been divided 
into many periods. The first was the 
Blue Period’ (1901-1904) which 
Jed so because of the sombre 











colours and the melancholy themes 


he used in his paintings. The ‘Rose 
Period’ (1904-1906) saw him using 
cheery colours like orange, pink 
and red and portrayed circus people, 
and harlequins. Next 
came the African period (1907- 
1909) when he was influenced by 


clowns 


African artefacts. Picasso along 
with Georges Braque developed 
‘Analytic Cubism and Synthetic 
Cubism’ in 1909. Cubism was a 
form of painting in which the artist 
used monochrome and brownish 
tones, giving a three-dimensional 
effect to the objects represented 
Picasso's talent also went into 
“Abstract Art’ and many new forms 
were created by him during his 
brilliant career. He was a genius 
as his contributions were varied 





ceramics, graphic illustrations. The 
total number of artworks produced 
by him during his lifetime has been 
estimated to be around a whopy 
50,000! 





Some of his most famous 
paintings include “Two Brothers 
ated Harlequins’, ‘Guernica’ 
“Les Demoiselles d’Avignon’ and 
elf Portrait’. 

After a long and illustrious life 
Picasso breathed his last on the 8" 
of April,1973 in Mougins, France 
at the ripe old age of 92. In 2003 
a museum dedicated to him was 
inaugurated at his birth place, 
Malaga, Spain. The Museu Picasso 














* Pablo Picasso 





in jona is a must visit for 
any art lover. This museum features 





Picasso's early wort 





including 
's Which 
reveal Picasso's firm grounding in 
classical techniques. His fame has 
continued after his death, firmly 
establishing his status as one of the 
‘est artists of the West. 
- Thounaojam Tampha 
Std.XH, K’ 
Imphal 


many rarely seen art pi 








na, 
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he Great Wall of 

China is compared 
to a sleeping dragon as 
it stretches across a vast 
area including deserts, 
plains, mountains and 
plateaus. The wall 
extends over 8851 kms 
inclusive of trenches and 
natural defensive barriers 
including hills and rivers 
The actual wall is around 
6,500 kms in length. 
It has also given birth 


to numerous stories, myths and 
legends, This majestic wall stands 
as a mute testimony to the great 
dynasties of China and the wars 
they had fought over the centuries. 








*Emperorain of seeing this Grea 


One only needs to see 
this mammoth effort 0 
understand the grit and 
determination of the 
Chinese down the ag 

Built over 2000 
years ago this incredible 
structure is a huge erowd 
puller. Millions of 


people from across the 






world visit China ever 
year for the sole purpose 







Wall, Emperor Qin Shi 
Huang established the Qin dynasty 
in 221 BC and started 

building the wall to 
protect his. territories 
from the intrusions of 





the Xiongnu clan. 








The architecture was primitive and 
stones from the mountains were 
used to build the wall in the ranges, 
and mud and earth was used in 
the plains, The construction work 
employed more than three lakh 
labourers including soldiers and 
convicts. Living conditions were 
poor and work was very tough 
g thousands to die during 
the building of the wall. Later, the 
Han, Sui and Jin dynasties repaired, 
fortified and extended this wall to 
prevent the northern invaders 


cau 





However it was during the 
Ming Dynasty that the Great Wall 
was restored and renovated and 
more than 1000 kms added to 
’ it. One main reason for the 

Ming 
















rulers to 
fortify the wall 






was the successive 
defeat suffered by 
them against. the 
Mongols and the 
Manchurians. The 
Ming construction 


was 


comparatively stronger as they 

used bricks, stones, tiles and lime 
In time the Qing dynasty took over 
and Mongolia was finally annexed 
and further construction and repair 
stopped. 

As of today only a few portions 
of the wall north of Beijing have 
been preserved. The rest have 
crumbled due to the ravages of 
nature as well as development 





Efforts are on to 
restore and renovate the structure 


of civilization 


and prevent further destruction, 
- M.Mangala Sow 
Std.IX, St.Paul’s MI 









ATDENTION: 


Chitaren trom all over the world 
send contributions to Gokulam both 
through email and surface mail. your 
contributions are to be published, they 
should be interesting and well-written, 
But that’s not enough; we need you to 
follow some simple rules as well 

1, Write down your name, class, 
ame of your school and complete 
residential address at the beginning 
of cach contribution, Henceforth, we 
will not accept any contribution with 
incomplete details, 

2, Make use of Ad sheets and 
write on one side of the paper 
ing the other side blank, And do 
write legibly, 

3. Number your pages and if 
your contribution runs to more than 
two pages, then write your complete 
personal details at the back of every 
page. 

4, Contributions by 
e-mail are welcome... 
but do not forget to give 
complete details including 
your e-mail id at the 
beginning of cach mail, 

5 The best 
contributions will be 
published and a certificate 
of appreciation will be 
sent to the contributor. Do 
preserve your certificates, 
for the child with the 
maximum number of 
certificates will get a 




















bumper prize at the end of a 

6. All competition entries 
must reach us before the last date 
mentioned. 

7. Coupons provided in Gokulam 
for competition entries should not be 
xeroxed. 

8, Entries to I's Your Day (Birthday 
Bash) and theme based contributions 
(ca., Diwali, New year, Republic Day, 
Environment Day, Teacher's Day, etc) 
should reach us two months prior to 
the respective events, 

9, We are looking for original 
stories, experiences, amusing 
anecdotes and articles, but if you 
have based your writing on any 
source, then do acknowledge it 

10. No copying, please! 

Please make sure that you take care 

















of the ten commandments! 





November 2009 GOKULAM 


ty ites 








* Damar Baba - The 
fierce demon 





66 FC reececeeeee,” screamed 
Ks: and nearly fainted 


when she saw what the bucket 
brought up, 

“B00000000000000000000", 
cried Kurali and Gnyamali after 
turning back into themselves from 
being rope and pulley. Seized with 
fear, KG (Kurali-Gnyamali) tried to 
flee through the tiny hole above in 
vain for their bottoms got trapped 
like a tight cork in the hole 

“Stay,” said a voice and 
immediately the ghosts tumed stil 
Their tails fell straight and loose 
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Adventures-of 


as if all life had left them (that is 
whatever “life” ghosts could have). 
Sita stood still. She could feel 
her heart pounding in her mouth, 
“Damar Baba,” she said in a 
scared whisper. 
“I never thought you would 


Story @ Illustratior 





jaya Madhavan 


make it this far,” smirked Baba as 
he stretched his legs. Sitamma’s 
head reeled. If he could access the 
interiors of the Vidham mountains 
so easily, why then did he want her 
to make this difficult journey with 
two ghosts for company? 

“You want to know why?” asked 
Damar Baba reading 
mind, 

“Because you are Vanithai’s 
daughter and only someone with 
divine blood can access the 
alluvial waters ofthe heavenly 
Vidham mountains,” sighed 
Damar Baba 

“Getting here is 
child’s play for me, 
but long have I dug and 
waited in hope of getting the 
alluvial waters, but I always drew a 





blank,” said Damar Baba indicating 
the well below. 

“What do you want me to do” 
stammered Sita, She felt her old 
fear for the sorcerer returning 

‘Go down the hole and fetch me 
the alluvial waters,” Damar Baba 


















commanded. 
Plucking up 
courage, Sita asked 


“Why do you need it?” 
‘Why not? Hahahahhaa! 
laughed Damar Baba. 
Sita had planned to deliver some 
of the alluvial waters to Panchami, 
the Prince who was cursed to turn 


into a horse after dusk. and the 
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* Vanithai - The 
angry goddess 


speaking Vilwa tree, which 
kindly gave her its magi 
bark, Now if Damar Baba were to 
confiscate all of the waters, what 
would she carry to her friends? 

“L will not get it for you unless 
you tell me what you need the 
alluvial waters for,” said Sita sternly 
(though in heart of hearts she was 
surprised by her own courage). 























daughter any more,” said Sitamma 
much to her own surprise, It 
was as if someone else was 
speaking through her 
“Defreeze, 
mma 








shouted 
id plop fell KG 





inside the —-moun:ain 
chamber. 

“Why are 

you speaking 

like Vanithai?” 


stammered the wo 


ghosts. 
Because it is Vanithai 
speaking through Sita, you 


idiots,” replied Baba. 
“Sitamma, your eyes look like 
Vanithai's. What is happenin?” 
cried KG 
ithai has descended 
into Sita, can’t you see?” silenced 
Damar Baba and motioned the two 
ghosts to fall behind him. 
Kurali-Gnyamali, fall behind 
me quick!” ordered Sitamma in 
Vanithai’s voice 
nkly, we don’t know who's 
side to take because we 























’ can't ecide wh 
“Vanithai! Do not interfere in, a = aoe : 
UJ is worse, Vanitiai 

this,” shouted Damar Baba, = 8g)", 
pt : \ or Damar Baba, 

‘You will not my © i” 

7G ete 

* spell dul , ‘ 

es 
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"KG - Turned to 
stone hip down 





blurted out the 
ghosts 

Sitamma glared at the 
ghosts, but all that KG 
could see was Vanithai’s 
visage on Sita’s face, As 
they stood divided between 
Damar Baba and Vanithai, 
there ensued a terrible 
combat between the two 
sorcerers, bad and good. 
If Vanithai looked like 
an angry goddess, Damar 
Baba appeared like a fierce 
demon. now!" laughed 

Damar Baba hurled a hip- Damar — Baba 
down-stone spell at her which cruelly. 
Vanithai deflected with the rise of a Damar Baba again focused a 
hand. The refracted spell hit the two _stun-all-senses spell which Vanithai 


ghosts and both of 
them tumed into stone 
hip down, 

“[ asked you to fall 
behind me,” appealed 
Vanithai. 

“We would like to now, 
only we can’t move. How 
can we get our tails back?” 
cried the ghosts. 

“Ha! Onlythe 
alluvial — waters 
can give life to 
your stony tails 
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* Armies of men 


defily avoided by ducking. The force 
of the spell brought down portions 
of the mountains’ inner wall 

“Do not tempt me to kill you. 
I am holding my patience even 
now. Do not make me throw a spell 
on you,” said Vanithai between 
clenched teeth. 






















is no stoppin 
hereafter. Once: 


I transfor 





can 





just about anything 
will 


into gold. I 
buy armies of mer 
with weaponry ar 


“Ha! Try! There 


me 





the alluvial waters, 









shall oust the King of Vidham. 
I shall be invincible,” thumped 
Damar Baba. 

“To fulfill your evil plan you 
have trapped Prince Panchami in 
the isle of Ashwadweepa, You stolz 
my daughter from her birth bed and 
made her your poor apprentice 
Wicked man!” yelled Vanithai 


“Sita,get up please,” 
begged the ghosts. 


“Indeed I stole Sitamma from 
you the minute she was born. Fo 
a long time she even believed I was 
her father. Hahahahhaha!” laughed 
Damar Baba. 

“You cruel man,” cried Vanithai 

My heavenly apprentice, the 
gnome of the Vidham mount 
whom I held under my thumb 
ought Sitamma to me. But later 














that wretched gnome shifted its 
loyalty from me to youand disclosed 
the truth to you, for which I cursed 
it to become a strange creature and 
languish in a godforsaken isle, 
hahahahahaha!” said Damar Baba. 

“All that is past! The gnome 
has been freed by my daughter. 
And my own daughter will be free 
of you, once I defeat you. How I 
have awaited this moment!” cried 
Vanithai, 

“If you had enough powers you 
would have saved your husband. 
Do you know what I have done to 


your beloved husband and father of 


‘Sitamma?” 

“My husband...he is ALIVE?" 
asked Vanithai and fainted. 

“Boo0000h00000000, 
doomed,” cried the ghosts when 
they found Sitamma lying senseless 
on the floor. The spirit of Vanithai 
seemed to have left her. 

“Sita, get up please,” begged the 
ghosts. 


we are 






“Siiiiiiiitttttttaaaaaaaaaaaa, 
cried KG so aloud and so pitifully 
that Sitamma’s body jolted as if 
touched by lightning 

Ina sudden movement, Sitamma 
sat up. Looking at the two ghosts 
tumed to stone hip down, Sitamma 
immediately understood what must 
have transpired 

“Was ‘Vanithai. 
safe?” shewondered 
for a moment. But 







* Sita challenges 


she had work to do. 
Tottering back 
on her feet s 
decided to challenge 
Damar Baba for a 
combat, while the 
paralyzed ghosts 









hensively. 
(To conclude 
next month) 
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Dear Children, 


Write down the solutions with the help 
of the clues given below. 

‘Think hard and smart over the hints 
and the answers will fit in perfectly in 
the pyramid, Have fun! 


*Note ; All the words of ‘Pyramid 


Puzzle ~ 4” end with the letters “ER” 





Fill 
in the form 
on the 
reverse 
of this page 
and send 
your entries 
to Gokulam 
before 
25.11.09 


* 

























































































FEMININE OF HIS 
“DOE EYED’ ANIMAL 

SUBSEQUENTLY 

DENTS SCORE WELL IF THEY GET THIS RIGHT 
5. FOUND IN ANTARTICA 

6. UNKNOWN PERSON 

7. AN INTEGRAL PART OF DIVISION 

8. EVERYBODY TURNS INTO ONE DURING ‘ECLIPSE? 
9. WORLD'S MOST FAMOUS WIZARD BOY 














-GSS 
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Congratulations! Here are 
the winners of Pyramid Puzzle - 2 
(September 2009) and the solitions 
aas well. The results of Pyramid 
Puczle- 3 will be published inthe 
December 2009 issue. 


1. Sudarshan Gopal, 
Std.VI, Apeejay 
School, New Delhi 

2. Sangita 
Rajan, Std.lX, 
KV- Picket, 
Hyderabad 

3. Kavya 
Bharat, Std. 
Vill, Sishya, s 
Chengal Coimbatore 

4, S Shobikasri, Std.X, 5. D.Hema Priya, Std.VI, 
Nirmala Matha Convent, Sunbeam CBSE School, Vellore 


Pyramid Puzzle - 4 Entry Form 































































































Name : (Mr/Ms) 
Age: 
School : 
*Residential Address : . 





Chas 2 secs 

















Signature : 








* Local address is a must for overseas e 
The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road. Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032 
© Strictly for school going chikiren @ Five lucky winners will get a cash 
award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of the all 
correct entries. @Entries with completed grid on the reverse accepted on this forin 
only @No xerox copies. 
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I keep reading and hearing a 
lot about unhealthy food habits. Is 
it true that eating food at irregular 
intervals leads to health problems? 
Ifyes, why? 

~ Megha.S.Kumar, Std.IX, 
Bishop Cotton Girls School, 
Bengalooru 

Our human body, though often 
compared to a machine, is not one 
We have a biological clock inside 
us and it is very necessary to follow 
the clock. Adequate hormones and 
digestive juices do not secrete at 
our will. If you generally take your 
breakfast at 8.00 a.m. and lunch at 
1,00 p.m., your biological clock 
makes you feel hungry by that time 
and arrangements for digestion 
are ready. If your food habits are 
highly irregular, your biological 
thythm will be upset. Your body 
gets confused regarding secretion 
of acids and enzymes and excess 
acid may be produced which 





can damage your stomach. Hence 
regular food habit is advised. 


kkk 
T do not have the habit of 













reading aloud, 1 
only read aloud my 
poems, the rest I 
read in my mind. 
But my — mother 
constantly advises me to 
read aloud all the subjects. 
She says that reading silently will 
not help me to by-heart the same. 
Which is best ~ reading aloud or 
in the mind? 
- Pooja Mukherjee, Kolkata 

When you want to learn your 
lessons by-heart, reading aloud is 
recommended. When you read 
aloud, you perform two actions 


Dr.N.A.Jayavelan 
as told to G.S.S. 


— 













simultaneously - both seeing and 
hearing (your own voice). 
Your voice reinforces your ~ 
sight. Adopt this. method 
and memorizing becomes 
much easier, It is also easier 
to correct your mistakes if 
you read aloud, However, 
for understanding the subject, 
calm and concentrated reading 
is more than enough. 
tolek be good for my skin? 
- Amrin Nakwa, 
Std.1X, Perpetual Succour 
Convent High School, 
Goa 
Actually the entire oil on our 
face will not and should not be 
removed. Only the excess oil has to 
be removed. In case your soap does 
not help, you may use any other 
soft (not necessarily Ayurvedic) 
soap. Apaste of gram flour may 
also be applied on your face to 
do away with excess oil. Do 
ut know that wrinkles tke 
a longer time to appear on 
oily faces? So, having an cily 
face is indeed an advantage! 

























tok 


T wash my face regularly with [am only eleven years old and 
a good face wash or an Ayurvedic 1 find that I am losing a lot of hair. 
soap. But after a while I find that Please suggest some ways by which 
my face becomes oily. Should 1 Tcan reduce my hairfall. 
stop using soap? What else would (Name withheld) 
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Lack of proper nutrition may 
be the primary cause of your 
problem, because children of your 
age normally do not suffer from the 
problem of hair fall. Ensure that 
adequate protein and vegetables _ 
are included in your food, Local 
nourishment of hair is also advised 
Keep your hair clean. Apply a litth 
coconut oil regularly and mas 











your hair. The warmth will incre: 
iblood flow to the scalp and reduce 
hair fall. Wash your hair regularly 
and maintain hair hygiene. Do not 
share your comb with anybody 
Clean it regularly. If there is a 
persistent dandruff problem, consult 


a doctor. - 


Why is it so? What should I do to 


kk have shiny, white teeth? 
Torush my teeth regularly, but 1 - R.Meshach, Std.VIN, 
find them to be yellowish and dirty. Don Bosco MHSS, Chennai 


In North Arcot district of Tamil 
Nadu, and in certain others parts 
of India, the water used for 
consumption contains excess 
fluoride, Regular use of such water 
may give a yellowish tinge to your 
teeth. If you are not brushing 
your teeth before going to bed, 
start doing so, If you are really 
concerned about the colour of 







your teeth, you may consult 
a dentist. If needed. he will 
perform ‘scaling’ which will 
help in removal of the yellow 
deposits. 


November 2009 Goxutam 69 


“Oe 
Piariny 





Our friend, Poorvaja Sathasivam 
celebrates her birthday on 7 of 
November. May God bless her on this 
special day 

= Best Wishes from 
Parvathy and Aleena 


Our friend Sindhya celebrates her 
birthday on S* of November, We wish 
her a happy and prosperous year. 

= Best Wishes from 
Priyanka. K.P. and Swetha 


My sister Vidya Umesh Yadav 
celebrates her 3° birthday on 
November. 

= Best Wishes from Uda 
Kailash, Umesh, 
Ankita, Rahul, 














‘mala and Patiraj 


G.Madhubata celebrates 
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her 











14 birthday on 4 of 
November, May God 
shower all his blessings 
‘on her for a happy and 
long life 

= Best Wishes from 
Sister Madhu and parents 


My sister Harini celebrates her 
12 birthday on 21* of Novernber 
Wishing her a very happy birthday and 
best of luck for her exams, 

- Best Wishes from Madhumita 





My dear brother, Rajiv Menon 
celebrates his 13° birthday on 8° of 
November. We would like to wish him 
‘on this wonderful day 

~ Best Wishes jrom 
Ashwathi Menon and parents 


Meghna Murali celebrates her 9° 
birthday on 9® of November. We wish 
her success in life and may God ive 
her joy and happiness. 

Best Wishes from Parents 


K.saipreyaa celebrates her 7 





birthday on 3° of November. 
more happy retums of the day. 
- Best Wishes from 

Parents Krishna Swamy, 

Priya, sister Nethyaa and 
relatives 


Many 





T.S.Aravind Kumar celebrates 


in N ber! 
in Novemoer: 


his 13® birthday on 27* of November. 
May you have success in all walks of 
life 

- Best Wishes from S.8.Poorani 


Nidhi and Nipun Amar celebrate 
their 12" birthday on of November 
Wishing both of them a very happy 
birthday 

= Best Wishes Amulya, parents 
and relatives 





Is Your Day 


Aishwarya 
Shankar celebrates 
her 17* birthday on 
6 of November 
We wish her a happy and 












prosperous 
~ Best Wishes from 

Sister Anashwara, mother Jayanthi 
and father Shankar 





R.Senchudar Tamizharuvi 
celebrates her birthday on 24° of 
November. May God shower her with 
abundant blessings and happiness. 

- Best Wishes from Sister Senbaga 

Poonguzhali, parents and Timmy 











oH T hate these projects,” 
Sunil announced bending 
topick upashell. “Don’tunderstand 
how they are going wo help us 
anyway.” 

Close friends and classmates, 
Sunil, Raymond, Kavita and Trisha 
were at the-beach collecting sea 
shells for their school project. 

“We will be awarded ten 
marks for the project”, the girls 
announced. 

“Ah, there go the exam 
aficionados,” the boys exclaimed in 
disgust. 

“Fine. Forget your marks and go 
relax,” Kavita flared. 

“Don’t bother Kavi,” her friend 
Trisha came to her aid. “Let's 
collect the shells and return home 
before it gets too late.” Dusk had 
already set in and they were finding 
it difficult to locate the shells. 

“The boys can stay back and 
loiter around,” she added with a 
snort. 

Just then Raymond felt a flicker 
of an idea lighting his mind. 

“Why waste time picking shells 
from the sand?” he began. “Why 
don’t we go to a shop and buy a 
doll or an artefact made of shells 
instead?” 





Geeta Canpadee 
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“Brilliant idea, Ray!” Sunil 
patted his friend with joy. Come, 
let’s get going. Do you want to join 
us girls?” he added mischievously. 





“No way! That would be 
cheating.” The girls looked 
shocked. “How can you buy a 





ady made object and submit it as 
your project? 

“It doesn’t matter whether it is 
made by us or by somebody else... 
after all it’s hand made.” And with 
that the boys marched away, leaving 
the stunned girls 


The boys reached a line of 




















shops aligning the beach but to their 
disappointment they found them all 
closed. 

“Let's walk ahead and see if we 
can spot a roadside vendor selling 
the artefacts,” said Raymond 
hopefully. 

“Fine, let’s see if we can find 
someone... Hey! I think I can see 
4 guy beyond the line of boats and 
fishing nets,” Sunil pointed his 
finger. 





The boys covered the distance in 
no time and found a ragged looking 
fellow who was putting back all his 





SHELL -O- 


hes Oy 









stuff into a cardboard 
box. 

“Hey you, stop! 
Show us your 
wares. We want to buy 
a couple of piece: 

The vendor seemed disinterested 
and said, “T can't take out what I've 
already packed.” 

“But please, we need them 
urgently,” the boys begged. 

. ady packed them 
you may have to walk over to my 
And 









s I have al 


house to pick your choice.” 


Locy 


= = 
he began walking towards a distant 
thatched roof hut 

“Do you think it is okay to go 
to an unknown place especially 
at night?” Sunil whispered rather 
hesitatingly. 

“Come on, we are not going 
into a jungle.” Raymond ruled him 
out, “It’s hardly seven.” And with 
that he followed the hawker to 
his abode, followed by a reluctant 
Sunil 











Tt was a very small hut lit by 
2 zero watt bulb. When the boys 
entered they found that it was 
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absolutely empty. There were no 
shell artefacts that the seller had 
talked about and before they could 
as much as tum to qu 
chap, they heard the door closing 
firmly with an ominous click 


ion the 








“No! What are you doing 
they screamed in confusion and 
fright, finding themselves trapped 
inside the hut. They tried ban 
and pulling the door but it was 
surprisingly strong and sturdy for 
the small hut. 

“Now stop all that bellowing. 
There’s nobody around here to hear 
your cries for help,” sniggered their 
kidnapper. 

“Why have you locked us up? 
What do you want?” cried the 








me your 










contact number so that 1 can have 
a little chat with your family.” said 
their kidnapper. 

“Do you take us to be fool 
Raymond shouted back. “Do 
you think our people won't get to 
know where we are and what you 
have done? Just wait till you get 
caught.” 

“Caught? Ugh!" The seller spat 
with ajeer. “Nobody has succeeced 
in catching me till now. By the time 
they start searching for the shell 
seller I'd be at some other plece 
selling something else.” 
low don’t waste my precicus 

ime.” He added in a stern voice. 
“Blurt out the number.” 

“We the boys were 
adamant. “Do whatever you wait, 
we don’t care 

“Okay, then get ready to be 
barbecued alive.” the chap 
from outside roared, “I’m 
ing to burn this hut 
}) down.” 

“Oh God! He is 
a mad, dangero: 
fellow,” Sunil 

gasped in horror 

"s tell the 
numberand get done 
with it fast. You can 
call up 984562134 
and speak to my dad. 
His name is Srikan:h 








won't, 



















Nayak.” 

“That's like a good boy.” Their 
kidnapper seemed to sound satisfied. 
“Don't try anything cheeky till I'm 
back.” 


Back at home the girls were 
working hard on their project work. 
They were sitting in front of a heap 
of shells of all sizes and shapes 
and were laboriously sticking them 
together with glue. 

“Wonder what sort of artefacts 
the boys picked up?” Trisha 
muttered. “They always want to 
have an easy way out, and look at 
us struggling!” 

“All this easy way won't last 
for long,” Kavita became sarcastic 
again, “Do you think our teacher 
will not be able to differentiate 
between hand made and ready made 





crafts?” 

“She might, but Iam sure the 
boys will be able to wriggle their 
way out by saying. i 
‘Trisha stopped mid-sentence as the 
telephone started ringing. 

She picked up the receiver and 
‘what she heard next made her jaw 
drop in shock. 

“Okay uncle, we will be right 
there,” she said before putting the 
receiver on the cradle, 

“Come on Kavi, we need to 
go immediately to Nayak uncle’s 
house, He just now got a call from a 
stranger who has claimed that he has 
kidnapped Sunil and Raymond.” 

“What!” Kavita hastened after 
her friend to the neighbouring block 
where the Nayaks lived. 








The scene inside the Nayaks 
residence was tense. Raymond's 
parents, the Pereira’s were also 
there. The kidnapper had démanded 
«ransom of rupees three lakh and 
had also warned them against going 
to the police, Mrs, Nayak and Mrs, 
Pereira sat with a dazed look on 
their faces 

“Don't worry Auntie,” the girls 
rushed to their side. "Nothing will 
happen to Sunil and Ray. We will 
definitely bring them back safe and 
sound,” 























(To be continued...) 
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What you need : Your hand, 
pencil, eraser, colour pencils and 
loads of imagination 
How to make it : Your 
hand is all that you need to 
draw this tribal chief. Take 
a white sheet and place your 
Jeft hand on it, with fingers 
apart. Trace the outline 
of your hand as shown in 
the picture above, using a 
pencil. Erase a corner of the 
palm and draw the nose and 
the mouth, The outline of 
the thumb is 
his ear and 
you can add 
any jangling 
earrings to 
it. Next draw 
his eyes and 
teeth as shown 
in the illustration. 
The four fingers are 
crown and you can design it 
decoratively. Add a necklace 
around his neck and your tribal 
chieftain is ready! 
N.Adaikkappan, Std.IX, 
Delhi Public School, Bengalooru 
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the Punjab government is 

setting up an ultra modem 
facility totame and teach manners to 
rogue monkeys! Macaque monkeys 
destroy TV antennae, tear down 


clothes lines and damage scooters 





and motorcycles! “There have been 


several cases of monkey bites and 





the problem hasreached an alarming 
situation, This is why we have 
decided to build a rehabilitation 
centre in Patiala 
life warden of Punjab, R.K. Luna. 





says chief wild 





Dragons are no of 








agination asserts Duan Qiong 
Xiu of Southwest China, When she 





got up in the middle of the night, she 


found a snake with legs, climbing 





the wall, gripping it with its talons! 
She was scared and killed the 
snake before preserving the body 
in alcohol. Sixteen inches long 








finger thick, the mini dragon is now 






being studied in 
the life sciences 
department 
of Nanchang 
University! 


Both 


China 


Pakistan and 
continue to 


provoke India with cross border hit 





mun 
tactics 
Pakistan 
ee rockets 
which landed 
in the fields of 

| Amritsar district 
| of Punjab 
Fortunately 
was 


no one 
| hurt. Chines: 

| soldiers 
\ crossed the 
boundary line 
and painted 
“CHINA onthe rocksinhuge letters 
A Chinese government spokesman 
claimed that India was provoking 
China by the visit of a political 
leader to Arunachal Pradesh! He 
was obviously refering to our Prime 
Minister! Pakistan and China have 
to be reminded repeatedly tha 
Kashmir and Arunachal Pradesh are 
integral parts of India. 


e 
Our 


moon 
















satellite 


probe 





€ 
6 


Chandrayaan-I found traces 0° 
water on the moon! Soon after, « 
USS. space craft crashed into the 
moon's surface when it was looking 
for water on the lunar terrain. We 
seem to be polluting outer space 
and the moon in addition to litering 
our own earth! 





coo 
A mouse built a nest with 
chewed up §20 bills, 
ATM! It was located in a gas station 
nd when an employee went to clean 
the cabin, the mouse popped up and 


inside an 


* Rescue operations in AP 





showed its head! What happened 
in Oregon, USA, can jolly well 
happen here too. Banks, beware! 
Your Rs.500 notes can be chewed 
up by mice to build nests! 
eco 

Flood havoc in Karnataka and 
Andhra has caused a lot of misery 
to people of both states. Our Prime 
Minister, after survey, 





an ariel 





* Venkataraman Ramakrishnan 


allotted crores of Rupees to the states 
for relief m Let us hope that 
both the State Governments will 
rise to the occasion and utilise the 
funds wisely to benefit the flood 
affected people. 








eo 

A. supplementary dictionary 
listing quirkiest English words has 
been produced in Britain by Adam 
Jacot de Boinod. He studied the 
local dialect in several areas and 
compiled English words not found 
in standard dictionaries, Thus, 
“fornale’ means ‘to spend one’s 
money even before it has been 
eared’. *Cagg’ refers to “a solemn 
vow to abstain from alcohol for a 
certain period, 




















Nobel pez 
president 
several 





prize to the US 
Obama has raised 

brows. Many feel 
that his noble intentious must be 


eye 


translated into action and positive 
results before the honour can 
be bestowed on him, The Nobel 
prize for chemistry is being shared 
with two others by Venkataraman 
Ramakrishnan, presently doing 
research in Cambridge University 
Venkataraman was bom — in 
Chidambaram, Tamilnadu, and has 
made India proud, 

















September 28th is observed 
“Stupid Question Day’ in American 
schools! This year it was observed 
in Britain also, Children are 
encouraged to ask stupid questions 
just for the fun of it! Example 
"How long is a piece of string?” 
Answer : “Twice as long as half 
length!” 
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umbrella, Just looking at it 
makes my blood boil, 


‘hate the very sight of this 
9g a 
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